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ster's appearance and conduct in the month im-
mediately following the death of his wife. We
can see how his talents, excited by the conflicts
of the Senate and the court, struggled, sometimes
successfully, sometimes in vain, with the sense of
loss and sorrow which oppressed him.

He did not again come prominently forward in
the Senate until the end of April, when he roused
himself to prevent injustice. The bill for the
relief of the surviving officers of the Revolution
seemed on the point of being lost. The object of
the measure appealed to Mr. "Webster's love for
the past, to his imagination, and his patriotism.
He entered into the debate, delivered the fine
and dignified speech which is preserved in his
works, and saved the bill.

A fortnight after this he made his famous
speech on the tariff of 1828, a bill making ex-
tensive changes in the rates of duties imposed in
1816 and 1824. This speech marks an important
change in Mr. Webster's views and in his course
as a statesman. He now gave up his position as
the ablest opponent in the country of the protec-
tive policy, and went over to the support of the
tariff and the " American system " of Mr. Clay.
This change, in every way of great importance,
subjected Mr. Webster to severe criticism both
then and subsequently. It is, therefore, necessary
to examine briefly his previous utterances on this
question in order to reach a correct understanding